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(57) ABSTRACT

A pointer control method comprises a providing pointer
upon a position input apparatus. Then a corresponding
distance table is generated according to a moving distance of
the pointer upon the position input apparatus, and a pressure
gradient value range corresponding to the distance table is
generated. A pressure table according to the pressure gradi-
ent value range is also generated. Finally, a tip pressure of
the pointer is calculated according to a maximum pressure
gradient value in the pressure gradient value range and a
pressure gradient value corresponding to the moving dis-
tance of the pointer.

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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POINTER CONTROL METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The entire contents of Taiwan Patent Application No.
102107960, filed on Mar. 6, 2013, and U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/947,904, from which priority is claimed, are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure generally relates to a pointer
control method, and more particularly to a pointer control
method which can provide a pointer with a tip pressure-
sensitive function.

2. Description of Related Art

The operation principle of electromagnetic type input
technology is performed by a circuit board with a plurality
of antennas or sensor coils arranged along axial directions
and an electromagnetic pen which can emit electromagnetic
signals. The sensing plane of an electromagnetic input
apparatus includes a plurality of antennas or sensor coils.
The antennas or sensor coils are arranged under a work
surface or a display panel of the electromagnetic input
apparatus. The coordinates of the electromagnetic pen are
obtained through the transmitting and receiving of electro-
magnetic waves between the circuit of the electromagnetic
pen and the antennas or the sensor coils.

The circuit of the electromagnetic pen usually comprises
an inductor, a capacitor and relative components enclosed in
a case. The inductor constituted by a ferrite core winded with
a metal coil and the capacitor constitute the circuit to
transmit and receive electromagnetic signals with the anten-
nas or sensor coils. The frequency of the circuit is deter-
mined according to the capacitance and the inductance
connected in parallel. When a user utilizes the electromag-
netic pen to perform writing function on the input apparatus,
the tip of the electromagnetic pen being pressed would
induce the continuous changes of the inductance or capaci-
tance as well as the frequency of the circuit. The input
apparatus detects and calculates the frequency of the elec-
tromagnetic signals received to obtain pressure levels of the
electromagnetic pen via an internal circuit.

The main design principle for obtaining pressure gradient
value of an electromagnetic pen mentioned above is to
continuously change capacitance or inductance so as to alter
the transmitting frequency of the oscillation circuit when the
pen tip is pressed, so that a trigger structure connected to the
pen tip which can change the capacitance or inductance is
necessary.

The present disclosure focuses on a control method which
can be used on a pen without a trigger structure connected
to the pen tip so that any pen without a trigger structure can
have a tip pressure-sensitive function.

BRIEF SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a pointer control method.
The pointer control method uses the moving speed of a
pointer to calculate tip pressure and to simulate the tip
pressure gradient value of the pointer. The faster the pointer
moves, the smaller the tip pressure of the pointer is simu-
lated. The pointer control method utilizes a distance table, a
pressure table and the moving speed of a pointer to calculate
and simulate the tip pressure of the pointer.
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The disclosure provides a pointer control method, the
method comprising the following steps. First of all, a pointer
is applied upon a position input apparatus. Then a corre-
sponding distance table is generated according to the mov-
ing distance of the pointer upon the position input apparatus,
and a pressure gradient value range corresponding to the
distance table is generated. A pressure table according to the
pressure gradient value range is generated. Finally, a tip
pressure of the pointer is calculated according to a maximum
pressure gradient value in the pressure gradient value range
and a pressure gradient value corresponding to the moving
distance of the pointer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an electromagnetic pointer and a sensing
plane of an electromagnetic input apparatus according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 shows an electromagnetic input apparatus accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 shows an input system which applies one embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of an electromagnetic pointer
control method with a tip pressure-sensitive function accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of this disclosure will be described in detail
below. However, in addition to the features described below,
this disclosure can be broadly implemented in the other
cases. The purpose and scope of this disclosure is not limited
to the precise forms disclosed. Some details that are not
related to the disclosure may not be completely illustrated in
order to simplify the disclosure.

FIG. 1 shows an electromagnetic pointer and a sensing
plane of an electromagnetic input apparatus according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 1,
the electromagnetic pointer 102 performing input operation
upon the sensing plane 100 of the electromagnetic input
apparatus moves from coordinate (x,, y,) to coordinate (X,,
y,). In one embodiment of the disclosure, the electromag-
netic pointer 102 comprises, but is not limited to, an elec-
tromagnetic pointer without a trigger structure connected to
the pen tip for performing a tip pressure-sensitive function.
The electromagnetic pointer is merely an example of one
embodiment of the disclosure, not a limitation. The embodi-
ment of the disclosure is able to be applied any other suitable
electromagnetic pointer.

FIG. 2 shows an electromagnetic input apparatus accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure. In one
embodiment of the disclosure, the electromagnetic input
apparatus comprises a control unit 202, an electromagnetic
sensing unit 204 and an electromagnetic pointer tip pressure
module 206. The electromagnetic input apparatus com-
prises, but is not limited to, a digitizer and an electromag-
netic input module of a mobile communication apparatus.
The electromagnetic pointer tip pressure module 206 com-
prises firmware programs and memory storing the firmware
programs so as to perform an electromagnetic pointer con-
trol method which can provide an electromagnetic pointer
208 with a tip pressure-sensitive function when the electro-
magnetic pointer 208 is applied upon the sensing plane of
the electromagnetic input apparatus to perform input opera-
tion. Detailed contents of an electromagnetic pointer control
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method for providing an electromagnetic pointer with a tip
pressure-sensitive function will be described in the follow-
ing description.

FIG. 3 shows an input system which applies one embodi-
ment of the disclosure. In one embodiment of the disclosure,
the input system comprises a host 302 and an electromag-
netic input apparatus 304. The host 302 comprises, but is not
limited to, a computer and a mobile communication appa-
ratus. The host 302 comprises a processing unit 306 and an
electromagnetic pointer tip pressure module 308. The elec-
tromagnetic pointer tip pressure module 308 comprises
software programs and computer readable media storing the
software programs so as to perform an electromagnetic
pointer control method which can provide an electromag-
netic pointer with a tip pressure-sensitive function when the
electromagnetic pointer is applied upon the sensing plane of
the electromagnetic input apparatus 304 to perform input
operation. The computer readable medium stores executable
codes or programs for the processing unit 306. The computer
readable medium comprises storage mediums such as a hard
drive, a memory, etc.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, the electromagnetic
pointer control method with a tip pressure-sensitive function
uses a distance table and a pressure table to transform the
moving distance of an electromagnetic pointer to a tip
pressure of the electromagnetic pointer. The electromagnetic
pointer control method also uses a counter to moderate the
increase of the tip pressure of the electromagnetic pointer
and to prevent the initial tip pressure from being too large.

If the electromagnetic pointer shown in FIG. 1 moves
from coordinate (X, y,) to coordinate (X,, y,), the distance
table is established with distance data according to the
following:

D (=% )+ (r2-y1)’

Dy, =1+1

n=0,1,2, ..., MaxP

wherein D, ,,, is the moving distance of the electromagnetic
pointer corresponding to pressure gradient value n in the
distance table, 0, 1, 2, . . . , MaxP is the range of pressure
gradient value.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, the tip pressure in
the pressure table is calculated according to the following
equation:

MaxP —ny 0s
MaxP )
n=0,1,2,... , MaxP

Puap, = MaxP x (

wherein P, , is the tip pressure in the pressure table, n is the
pressure gradient value in the pressure table and the distance
table in a predetermined moving distance, 0, 1, 2, .. ., MaxP
is the range of pressure gradient value, MaxP is the maxi-
mum pressure gradient value corresponding to the maximum
tip pressure. If the number of the pressure gradient values is
1024,

»=0,1,2,...,1023
MaxP=1023
if n=MaxP,

Ptap,=Pitax
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wherein P, is the maximum tip pressure. y is the pressure
curve value which is determined according to requirement.
The pressure curve is a line or linear if y=1, and the tip
pressure variation of the electromagnetic pointer is linear.
The value 0.5 is used to round off.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, a counter value
P .. 15 Used to moderate the increase of the tip pressure of
the electromagnetic pointer and to avoid the sudden increase
of the tip pressure or the excess of the tip pressure over the
predetermined pressure gradient value range.

Pepn 01,2, .. ., MaxP

If the initial tip pressure is too large, the counter value
P . 18 Used to moderate the increase of the tip pressure of
the electromagnetic pointer.

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of an electromagnetic pointer
control method with a tip pressure-sensitive function accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure. As shown
in FIG. 4, an electromagnetic pointer moves from coordinate
(x,,y,) to coordinate (X,, y,) in step 402. Then in step 404,
whether a tip of the electromagnetic pointer is pressed
against a sensing plane of an electromagnetic input appara-
tus is determined. If the tip of the electromagnetic pointer is
not pressed against the sensing plane of the electromagnetic
input apparatus, then a counter value is determined as zero
in step 405, that is, P,,,,~0. If the tip of the electromagnetic
pointer is pressed against the sensing plane of the electro-
magnetic input apparatus, then a moving distance D of the
electromagnetic pointer is calculated in step 406, wherein

DN (%) +(y2-y1)°

Next in step 408, the counter value P,,,,,, is compared to
a maximum pressure gradient value MaxP corresponding to
a maximum tip pressure to determine whether the counter
value P,,,,, is smaller than the maximum pressure gradient
value MaxP. If the counter value P, is smaller than the
maximum pressure gradient value MaxP, then the counter
value P, is increased as the electromagnetic pointer
moves. Then in step 410, whether the moving distance D is
larger than or equal to a distance D, ,,, corresponding to a
pressure gradient value n of a distance table, and whether the
moving distance D is smaller than or equal to a distance
Dy, corresponding to a pressure gradient value n+1 of the
distance table is determined. If the moving distance D is
larger than or equal to D, ,, , and the moving distance D is
smaller than or equal to D,,,, . then a tip pressure value
Py ap, 18 determined in step 412. Next in step 414, whether
the moving distance D is larger than or equal to a distance
Ditap,,,.» corresponding to the maximum tip pressure gradi-
ent value MaxP of the distance table is determined. If the
moving distance D is larger than or equal to the distance
Disap,,..» then the tip pressure value P, is determined as
a minimum tip pressure value in step 415. If the moving
distance D is not larger than or not equal to the distance
Disap,,,.» then whether the tip pressure value P,,» is larger
than a tip pressure value corresponding to the counter value
Py, 18 determined in step 416. If the tip pressure value
P, .p 1s larger than the tip pressure value corresponding to
the counter value P . then the tip pressure value P, is
determined or reset as the tip pressure value correspondinng
to the counter value P, in step 418. That is, whenever the
tip pressure value P,,,» is larger than the tip pressure value
of the predetermined prés sure table, in order to moderate the
increase of the tip pressure, the tip pressure value P, is
set as the tip pressure value corresponding to the counter
value P

Count*
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The embodiments of the disclosure can be applied on
various electromagnetic pointers to perform various func-
tions. Whether electromagnetic pointers are used to perform
the embodiments of the disclosure depends on the require-
ments.

The electromagnetic pointer control method of the dis-
closure uses the moving speed of an electromagnetic pointer
to compute the tip pressure calculation and to simulate the
tip pressure gradient value of the electromagnetic pointer.
The faster the electromagnetic pointer moves, the smaller
the tip pressure of the electromagnetic pointer is simulated.
The electromagnetic pointer control method utilizes a dis-
tance table, a pressure table and the moving speed of an
electromagnetic pointer to calculate and simulate the tip
pressure of the electromagnetic pointer. Moreover, the mod-
erate increase counter values of a counter are used to
moderate the increase of the tip pressure values. The moving
distance of an electromagnetic pointer is converted to the tip
pressure values thereof, or the signals of the coordinate
movement of the electromagnetic pointer are transformed to
tip pressure gradient value signals through firmware or
software programs according to the embodiments of the
disclosure. The electromagnetic pointer control method
enables users to perform various functions of an electro-
magnetic pointer when the electromagnetic pointer is
applied on electromagnetic input apparatus or system.

Although specific embodiments of the present disclosure
have been described, it will be understood by those of skill
in the art that there are other embodiments that are equiva-
lent to the described embodiments. Accordingly, it is to be
understood that the invention is not to be limited by the
specific illustrated embodiments, but only by the scope of
the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

providing a pointer upon a position input apparatus;

generating a distance table according to a moving distance

of the pointer upon the position input apparatus, and a
pressure gradient value range corresponding to the
distance table;

generating a pressure table according to the pressure

gradient value range; and

calculating a tip pressure of the pointer according to a

maximum pressure gradient value in the pressure gra-
dient value range and a pressure gradient value corre-
sponding to the moving distance of the pointer.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising a step of
applying a counter to moderate an increase of the tip
pressure.
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3. The method of claim 2, wherein the counter has a
counter value range corresponding to the pressure gradient
value range.

4. A method for simulating a tip pressure value, compris-
ing:

generating distance data according to a moving distance

of a pointer upon a position input apparatus, and a
pressure gradient value corresponding to the distance
data; and

deriving a simulated tip pressure of the pointer according

to the pressure gradient value corresponding to the
moving distance of the pointer.
5. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing
computer-executable codes that, in response to execution,
cause a computer used with a position input device to:
generate distance data according to a moving distance of
a pointer upon a position input apparatus, and a pres-
sure gradient value according to the distance data; and

derive a simulated tip pressure of the pointer according to
the pressure gradient value corresponding to the mov-
ing distance of the pointer.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the deriving step
includes calculating the simulated tip pressure of the pointer
according to a maximum pressure value in a pressure value
range and the pressure gradient value corresponding to the
moving distance of the pointer.

7. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
5, wherein the codes, in response to execution, cause the
computer to derive the simulated tip pressure according to a
maximum pressure value in a pressure value range and the
pressure gradient value corresponding to the moving dis-
tance of the pointer.

8. A method for simulating a tip pressure value, compris-
ing:

generating distance data according to a moving distance

of a pointer upon a position input apparatus; and
deriving a simulated tip pressure value according to the
distance data, wherein a value of the simulated tip
pressure is smaller when a moving speed of the pointer
based on the moving distance of the pointer is faster.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the moving speed of
the pointer is derived in reference to a distance table that
correlates the moving distance of the pointer with the
moving speed.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the moving speed of
the pointer is calculated by diving the moving distance of the
pointer per unit time.
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